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St Laurens,                                   
Osterlars Round Church 

We may marvel at our historic churches, 
but those attending Smoko were treated 
to an interesting travel talk by Keith Mae-
gaard, about his trip to visit relatives on 
the island of Bornholm, Denmark. 

The Osterlars Rundkirke is regarded as 
the oldest and largest of the Rom-
anesque, four churches on the island, 
thought to date back to 1150. It was 
used both as a place to worship and for 
protection against enemies from the sea. 
The church is built from fieldstone, 
stones found in the soil. 

The building consists of an apse, a semi-

circular projection on the building, with a 
roof; an oval chancel, part of the church 
around the alter; a large round nave, the 
main part of the church; and has three 
levels, with the top storey serving as a 
fortified shooting gallery. During the 16

th
 

century buttresses were added to sup-
port the outer wall. The bell tower stands 
separately from the church in the yard. 

Frescos from 1350 had been covered 
with whitewash and were uncovered in 
1882. In 2005 the National Museum of 
Denmark carried out further restoration 
work. 

Thanks, Keith for sharing part of your 
ancestry and travels. R H 

 

 

Blue Smoke Goes Drifting By…… 

At a recent D-Day Dedication Concert, 
marking the 75th anniversary of the Nor-
mandy Landings in World War Two, one 
beautiful song stood out in our memo-
ries.  

Written by Ruru Karaitiana on the 
troop ship ‘Aquitania’ in 1940, when a 
friend drew his attention to some 
passing smoke. Within half an hour he 
had written the lyrics in his head, to a 
melody he had been working on be-
fore the war. Two days later he sang it 
in a shipboard concert, accompanying 
himself on a ukulele. ‘Blue Smoke 
became a regular item at sing-alongs 
by members of the Maori Battalion. He 
led the battalion concert party and 
was one of the few survivors of its 17 
member choir. 

In 1943 Karaitiana returned to New 
Zealand and three years later he be-
gan to organize dances and was lead-
ing his own band in a hall in 
Dannevirke, his hometown. He also 
worked as a shearer and itinerant mu-
sician, but wherever he went he 

played ‘Blue Smoke’ and explained how 
it came to be written. 

In October 1948 the quintet recorded a 
version of ‘Blue Smoke with the singer 
Pixie Williams. This recording topped 
the New Zealand radio hit parades for 
six weeks and sold more than 20,000 
copies within a year. 

The song attracted strong overseas in-
terest. English duo Anne Ziegler and 
Webster Booth recorded a version. In 
the United States it was recorded by 
Dean Martin, Al Morgan, Teddy Phillips 
and Leslie Howard. 

In 1949 at least 50,000 records were 
sold which was phenomenal in a coun-
try with only1.8million people. It had 
been the first record to be wholly pro-
duced in New Zealand.  

R H 



 

World Shearing Championships 
2019 

Sheep shearing experts and competitors 
viewed and competed in the four-day 
championships, held in Le Dorat, France. 

More than 320 competitors from 34 
countries contested, to win titles in wool-
handling, machine shearing and blade 
shearing. Temperatures peaked at 34 
degrees. 

Quality was the most important aspect in 
each competition, where judges checked 
for marks, uncut fleece and uneven lev-
els of shearing. 

Some of the New Zealand successes 
were: 

Open Final: 20 sheep, Rowland Smith, 
NZ 15 mins 50 secs, 2

nd
. Jack Fagan 4

th
. 

Cam Ferguson 6
th
. 

Senior Final: 12 sheep. Alex Smith, NZ 
1

st
, 11mins 41 secs. Marley Waihape, 

3
rd

. 

Blades Final: 6 sheep. Allan Oldfield,NZ, 
3

rd
. 

Wool Handling: Pagan Karauria, NZ 
162.4 points, 1

st
. 

Women’s Shearing: Pagan Karauria, 4
th
. 

Well done New Zealand competitors.   
RH 

 

 

…. Like Climbing Everest 
New Zealand shearer, Lou Brown broke 
the world record for shearing the most 
Merino ewes in eight hours. Hawke’s 
Bay born, Lou Brown shore 497 sheep, 
breaking the standing record of 460 
ewes. 

A New Zealand judge said 
the record attempt was the 
equivalent of climbing 
Mount Everest- it’s the pin-
nacle of shed shearing. 

A record venture has many 
strict rules for the sheep 
and the shearer. Each ewe 
must present a fleece with 
an average weight of 3.4 
kilos and must be shorn 
with no more than 18 
strokes of the hand piece. 
Over the day they shore 
four two-hour runs, with two 
breaks of half an hour and 
one of an hour.  

Lou Brown was able to 
shear a sheep in just under 
58 seconds. 

Anyone remember how long 
it took them to shear their 
first sheep? 

Thanks to Patrick Nolan for 
the clipping from the New 
Zealand Farmer, Manawatu 
Standard May 7, 2019.       
R H 

The Sweet Bitter series by Jill Darragh 
( writing as Carole St Aubyns) 

Three historical novels set in the years 
1888 to 1898 in the surroundings of 
Feilding a small rural town in the Mana-
watu District. 

Sweet Bitter Waters 

In 1888 Jane Southerington has estab-
lished a new life on her Feilding property, 
hiding the brutal events if her past. When 
she employs Gareth Wyndham a new 
farm foreman she finds he is an aristo-
cratic man she recognises from years 
back in England. Unaware Jane knows of 
his forced exile. Wyndham's efforts to 
achieve a closer friendship with Jane 
meet with no success until she faces a 
terrible disaster that changes her mind. 

A passionate and compelling story that 
will intrigue. 

Sweet Bitter Revenge 

After her father's death in 1894, Merry-
weather Sinclair struggles to keep her 
Feilding farm solvent. When Rourke Kes-
ton arrives from West Virginia and insists 
she repay a debt owed by her father, she 

plots revenge to retain her land. 

Rourke is surprised to find that New Zea-
land women having just obtained the vote 
are not so easily pushed aside when it 
comes to protecting their rights. Merry 
has a secret and she will not succumb to 
the American tobacco farmer until she is 
ready to claim victory. 

A sequel to Sweet Bitter Waters.  

Sweet Bitter Justice 

Alice Whitlock, one of New Zealand's first 
women lawyers, criminal defence prac-
tice sets up a criminal defence practice in 
Feilding in 1898. Seth  Hanlon arrives 
from Australia to try and mend a family 
relationship. 

They are brought together in circum-
stances no one could have foretold when 
kidnap and arson occur in the small rural 
town. Past events in Alice's life have 
forced her into a future barren of love but 
will she be persuaded to change her 
mind? 

Features a vehicle from the Coach 
House Museum. 

BOOK LAUNCH at ‘The Coach House’: 


